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Winter Sport Roundup
Isaiah Trumbull, Noah Lcvitt (Sophomores)

Obama Academy’s winter sports teams 
started the season with lots of questions. 
What would the season look like? How 
would competition compare to previous 
years?  How do you come back from a 
pandemic season? All of Obama Acade-
my’s winter sports teams successfully an-
swered these questions and performed well 
on their respective courts, lanes, and mats. 

Obama Academy’s swim team took to 
the pool this season in style. For the boys 
team, Balaji Alagar, Isaac Tabachnik, 
Elliott Mcinnes, and Allhiem Devan-
Bey were a few of the key swimmers for 
Obama, all setting new personal bests. 
Elliot Mcinnes commented on the season 
and said that although they didn’t do as 
well as he had hoped, he was still happy 
about the season, “I am really happy we 
went to WPIALs. We went for the 200 IM 
Relay and the 400 Freestyle Relay—we 
won our 400 Freestyle heat.” Elliott also 
said that he is looking forward to “grow-
ing and improving as a team” next season.

Cora Myers, a sophomore swimmer, also 
talked to us about the season and female 
participation. Regarding the season as a 
whole, she said that it was “not great for 
the girls.” She continued,  “We have three 
girls on the team so we are one short of a 
relay. This means we don’t get as many 
points because we don’t have girls compet-
ing in every event which means we lose a 
lot.” When asked about her plans to recruit 
girls, she responded that she didn’t know 
what else she could do, “We have been try-
ing to recruit people… nobody at Obama 
wants to swim.” Cora also commented on 
how the section the girls team was placed 
in posed another challenge. “The girls are 
Triple-A which means that the girls have 
to swim faster times compared to the boys 
which is completely unfair when we don’t 
have enough people.” Although participa-
tion was raised as a problem for both swim-

mers, they were hopeful for the next season.

The dozen kids that wrestled for Obama this 
year went for a combined 43-61 win/loss 
record, the team went 2-5 on the season, 
and 1-4 in the City League. When asked 
about the stiff competition offered by other 
schools, Cameron Suzensky (CJ), a sopho-
more wrestler, (8-3) said, “The competition 
is different. These kids wrestle in barn-
yards, they try-hard.” He said that the only 
way forward was to “keep getting better 
[and] keep improving.” When asked about 
the new additions to the team, CJ responded 
that he was “really excited about the new 
guys” and that they “learned quickly and 
adjusted fast.” Another thing CJ said was to 
keep an eye on Khalil Collins (AKA Holly-
wood), who is a current junior. When refer-
encing Khalil, CJ said that “He is a beast. 
Watch out for him.” CJ also talked about the 
departing Coach Cole, “We’re going to win 
next year for him. We’re going to win the 

City League for him.” Coach Cole helped 
build the wrestling program at Obama.

Both boys and girls basketball attracted 
a lot of attention this year. After a coro-
navirus case forced the boys team to shut 
down, the team went 8-2 in the City League 
and 12-9 overall. They were knocked out 
of the City League by Brashear in a close 
52-48 battle. Obama made it to the first 
round of the PIAA Championships with a 
buzzer-beater by Xavier Johnson but was 
eliminated by Belle Vernon (20-5) in the 
first round of the 4A PIAA Championships 
51-73. Coach Naron Jackson talked to us 
about the future of the team, “I believe the 
future is bright. We only had two seniors 
and started a freshman at point guard. We 
made it to the first round of state playoffs 
and had a winning season. To come back 
and win a regional championship two hours 
away in overtime at the buzzer explained 
our season in a nutshell with all of the inju-

ries and covid cases we dealt with all year.” 
After an exciting year, the boys look ready 
for the future, and the rosters of the next 
couple of years will only get more exciting.

The girls basketball team also had success, 
winning the City League in a dramatic 58-
40 victory over familiar rival Allderdice. 
Although Obama was eliminated by McK-
eesport 56-31 in the first round of the PIAA 
Championships, their season was perhaps 
the most inspiring of the winter teams. We 
spoke with Coach McCoy who said, “We 
met two out of three of our expectations. We 
went ten and zero in City League play and 
won the City League title. The only thing 
we didn’t do is make it past the first round 
of the state playoffs. Still, overall we had 
a great season.” Senior Samaree Perkins 
scored her 1000th point during their semifi-
nal matchup vs Brashear. Unfortunately for 
the team, Samaree Perkins will be graduat-
ing this year. Addressing this, Coach Mc-
Coy said, “I wish Samaree had another year. 
Her leadership both on and off the court has 
been outstanding. She really knew her team-
mates well and knew how to get through to 
each of them.” With Samaree Perkins and 
other seniors moving on, the team will need 
to see current and future players step up but 
no matter what happens the future is bound 
to be exciting for the girls basketball team.

Obama sports persevered and thrived during 
this winter season. New and returning swim-
mers set personal bests and went to WPI-
ALs, the wrestling team grew their program 
and went to regionals, the boys basketball 
team had a winning season and made it 
to the PIAA Championships, and the girls 
basketball team won the City League. It is 
safe to say that all of Obama’s winter sports 
teams came back with passion this season, 
and Obama Academy students and fans are 
excited to see their teams perform next year.

6:50 to 7:05: Rationale and
Implications
Mariah Gaines (Sophomore)

It goes without saying that this past year 
has been filled with constant changes and 
adjustments to school processes. One recent 
change was the shift in school door open-
ing time. Up until just a few weeks ago, the 
doors to school opened at 6:50 am for both 
middle and high school students. Now, doors 
are kept closed and locked until 7:05 am. 

Many students have expressed deep displea-
sure with this change as they now have to deal 
with new inconveniences. Security lines have 
become a greater hassle as all students have 
to arrive within a shorter span of time. Stu-
dents who previously arrived at the school in 
time to make it to homeroom now find them-
selves habitually rolling in late to first period. 
Homeroom is also when morning announce-
ments are read; they’ve become almost futile 
since fewer people are in the building to hear 
them. Two eleventh graders who were asked 
about their opinions on the change said, “it 
sucks,” and, “it’s messed up.” Others have 
said that they aren’t able to make chang-
es to their morning commute plans since 
they depend on outside factors like parent 
availability or Port Authority bus schedules. 

In a brief interview, Mrs. Colbert gave some 

insight on the topic. She said that students 
were never supposed to be allowed in the 
building before 7:05 anyway due to insurance 
risks and staffing schedules. She defined the 
previous earlier door opening time as a cour-
tesy to students and stressed that this decision 
was indeed thought through despite student 
speculation to the contrary. She also said that 
in her mind this situation isn’t a big issue as 
she is willing to excuse any tardiness that 
comes as a result of lengthy security lines. 

Mrs. Colbert also made it clear that she is 
seeing the same number of students cutting 
class or intentionally being tardy. In addition, 
various students have admitted they don’t or 
can’t routinely get to school on time, either. 

This poses the question: With whom does 
the accountability lie to get students to class 
on time? If the goal is to get all students to 
their first period classes on time, further 
investigation into all contributing factors 
will be needed. Both the school adminis-
tration and the student body will need to be 
invested in the problem-solving process.

When asked if there were any plans in the works 
to reverse the decision to open school doors 
later, Mrs. Colbert said there are none. Despite 
the general consensus of the student body that 
a 6:50 door opening time was preferred, it 
looks like the 7:05 door opening is here to stay. 

Stephanie Flom--Pittsburgh
Heroine
Santana Mitre (Sophomore)

For Women’s History Month, The Eagle 
Times would like to recognize Ms. Steph-
anie Flom, executive director of Pitts-
burgh Arts and Lectures, a non-profit lit-
erary arts organization. Ms. Flom is a food 
lover and lover of the Pittsburgh commu-
nity. She has worked to connect the com-
munity of Pittsburgh with the arts for over 
10 years. She is dedicated to making sure 
art is equally accessible to everyone in 
our city. Some of Obama’s students, in-
cluding your author, have been impacted 
by Ms. Flom’s work. Obama Academy’s 
book club is able to meet and connect 
with famous authors because of her work. 
Listening to her speak in our interview, 
her passion for this city is contagious. 

Growing up in the heart of Squirrel 
Hill, Ms. Flom has always had a pas-
sion for the arts. “Art is very personal,” 
she says. “It has changed my life, and I 
realized that being around creativity—
whether visiting an art gallery, meeting 
an artist, or reading a book—impacts 
my life and makes me a better person…
Everyone deserves art in their life.” 
During her previous work as an environ-
mental educator, Ms. Flom brought local 

artists to perform in neighborhood parks. 
It was in this job that she truly began to 
realize the importance of connecting peo-
ple to the art in their neighborhoods. This 
is what inspired her to open the Kelly 
Strayhorn Theater in East Liberty. Ms. 
Flom described the project as “bringing 

Credit: Pittsburgh Arts and Lectures
art to a community that didn’t usually 
get art…There was a lot of fear around 
East Liberty at the time.” She didn’t want 
art to be seen as such a high-brow thing 
anymore and wanted to throw out the no-
tion that art doesn’t belong in or can’t be 
found in certain communities. Ms. Flom 
is a big believer in the idea that art is for 
everyone, no matter social class, race, 
or where you’re from.  “Art is not just 
an experience for the few. The power of 
the arts needs to be shared very broadly 
and widely. The broader we can make 
it, the better we can make our world.”



Freshman Reflections
Kenza Bey, Lucy Caroff (Freshmen)

For the last two years, everyone has ex-
perienced changes with the pandem-
ic. We have had to convert to online, 
hybrid, and finally back to in person 
schooling. Many people could deal with 
these changes without issue, but for oth-
ers, they quickly became detrimental.

This year’s freshmen are going to be the 
first class to have  a completely in-person 
four years of high school since the class of 
2019. We are also the first freshman class 
to start high school in person without hav-
ing a full 8th grade education.  After the 
2020-2021 school year of loose deadlines 
and little instruction, most people expected 
for this year to be similar. We were wrong. 

“I was thinking I could just slack off a bit,” 
Cai Young remarks, going on to explain 
how misled she was in that hope. Javon 
Laprade refers to this wake up call as “ed-
ucational whiplash.” Aja Banks says that 
the sudden workload “lowered [her] mo-
tivation.” She went on to elaborate about 
how all of it has been an obstacle in her 
mental health, which is a notion many of 

us can agree with. The words are different, 
but the idea remains: We weren’t prepared.
During our virtual year, Obama’s 8th grade 
team made the decision to not penalize us for 
late work, and although it definitely helped the 
students at the time, we are now experiencing 
the consequences of this leniency. One of the 
things that you hear most in a freshman class-
room is the importance of meeting deadlines. 
One of the reasons why that lesson in particu-
lar hasn’t stuck is likely because of how easy-
going our teachers were last year. Lots of our 
peers are used to being able to cram an entire 
quarter worth of work into one week without 
consequence.  That isn’t working as well now.

There have been many obstacles along this 
first half of our freshman year like the “huge 
workload,” but some of us also agree that 
one of the most challenging things about this 
year has been the unrealistic expectations 
that we had for ourselves going in. This fol-
lowed by the fact that we do not and cannot 
meet them. Last year was easy, this year isn’t.
When asked, “What has been your biggest 
obstacle this year,” Yuriel Holeman gave a 
simple and concise response, “myself.” We 
haven’t allowed ourselves a break to care for 
our mental health, and because of that, this 
entire ordeal has taken a big toll on us. But 

it isn’t all bad. This year has also given us 
a lot of hope. It was exciting to get back 
into things. Many of us can agree it was 
nice to be in the building, reconnect with 
friends, or even just have real social inter-
actions. Everyone came into this year with 
something in mind. Some, like Aja sought 
freedom, some, like Yuriel looked for re-
sponsibility, and others, like Hirai Shu-
da and Javon just wanted to participate in 
clubs or teams. Some were disappointed by 
reality and some were pleasantly surprised. 

Transitioning to high school has always 
been a big deal, but for this year’s fresh-
man class it was bigger than ever. It meant 
adjusting to new norms, becoming more 
involved with our education, and learn-
ing to give up bad habits. We mark the 
first true high school class since 2019, but 
that comes with a host of problems. How 
do we relearn to be students? How can we 
adjust to the pressure? How do we adjust 
to the expectations? There is no sure an-
swer to any of these questions. All we can 
do is keep trying, trust that it’ll get easier, 
and remember that we are not alone. Go-
ing back to school was overwhelming for 
everyone, but the least we can do is look 
ahead, move forward, and try our best.

1975: Renovation or Ruin?
Boaz Chapman (Junior)

A common joke made about Obama’s ap-
pearance is how similar it looks to a prison. 
This is in part due to the building’s brutalist 
style and lack of windows. In our last is-
sue we very briefly mentioned Peabody’s 
1975 renovation, when our building lost its 
neoclassical style and obtained its current 
look. In this issue, The Eagle Times would 
like to take a deeper look at that renovation.

The 1975 renovation had two primary goals: to 
significantly increase the capacity of the school 
and to lower the cost of the school’s operation. 
The appearance of the school was not a priority.

The renovation added 24 new classrooms, im-
proved athletics facilities, a library, and an ex-
panded cafeteria to the school. This increased 
capacity to 3,000 students, much higher 
than our current student population of 900.

The second goal of lowering costs was in 
part due to the energy/oil crisis of the 1970s. 
Heating costs could be significantly lowered 
with added brick insulation. This was an ar-
chitectural trend during the mid 70’s to early 
80’s, until the popularizing of cheap energy 
efficient windows during the 80s and 90s. 
The original building remains, encased with a 
brick coating. Mrs. Roberts’ room had seven 
windows prior to 1975 and now only contains 
two. Many of the rooms in the center of the 
school have no windows at all. “They ruined 
everything,” said Ms. Prezioso. The reno-
vation left little evidence of the original ap-
pearance of the school. The pillars on the side 
of the school are one of the few remaining 
features of the school’s original architecture.

One may wonder why Obama is one of the 
only schools in PPS to have this bare rect-
angular brick appearance. Other schools had 
full and partial renovations around this time, 
however Peabody was one of the first, given 
its age and outdated heating system. Oth-
er schools (such as Allderdice) already had 
newer heating systems, only received partial 
renovations, and put their renovation budgets 
towards other projects. Brashear has a simi-
lar rectangular brick look to Obama, but as 
it was completely rebuilt in 1976 rather than 
renovated, it managed to accommodate many 
more windows than our building. An anon-
ymous source also told this journalist that 
multiple windows in the schools were broken 
as a result of school fights, and two students 
were even suspended out of windows during 
such fights. Removing windows and replac-
ing the remaining one with reinforced glass 
prevented events like these from occurring.

A 1999 study from the Heschong Mahone 
Group, an energy consultancy, found that stu-
dents exposed to daylight during school hours 
reported up to 20% and 26% better scores in 
math and english benchmarks respectively. 
Lack of natural light can also have negative 
effects on childrens’ mental health and sleep 
cycles. In a school where around a third of 
the classrooms lack a source of natural light, 
students’ academic success and mental health 
could be damaged. Our century old building 

has received a renovation roughly once every 
50 years. As we approach the 50-year anni-
versary of our 1975 renovation, it may be 
time to consider returning some of the many 
windows we lost nearly half a century ago.

Hot Takes: Ms. Hodge
Norma Fruzynski (Sophomore)

In search of information regarding middle 
school behavior, we interviewed Obama 
Academy’s 6th grade math teacher, Ms. 
Hodge! We asked her questions about her 
experience, opinions, and lessons in teach-
ing younger kids. In terms of her career, 
Ms. Hodge has been teaching for 24 years. 
She started out teaching in New Jersey be-
fore moving to Pittsburgh and working for 
1 year at Greenway. Afterwards, she taught 
at various schools such as Frick and Rei-
zenstein before finally moving to Obama. 

Throughout our interview, Ms. Hodge’s ded-
ication to her students was apparent. When 
asked about the behavioral changes of middle 
school students after online school, she de-
scribed difficulties many kids face readjusting 
to in-person learning . They have had trouble 
socializing, and have turned to technology as 
an outlet. This has proved to be problematic. 
Wide access to technology has allowed stu-
dents to say or do things they shouldn’t. Ms. 
Hodge says that as a result of this, the school 
and teachers desperately need more support. 
She believes addressing the children’s needs is 
difficult when one counselor and one part time 
social worker are expected to take care of the 
entire middle school. Ms. Hodge said, “Some 
behavior can easily be corrected if we had a 
little more help and support in the building.” 

One of the many questions we had as high 
schoolers is, “what are the implications?” Ms. 
Hodge points out that, “students are able to mis-
behave without consequence.” She believes 
that our school hasn’t been able to take proper 
action in dealing with out of line students. In 
the hallway when kids are acting up, she has 
to decide what is more important, teaching 
her class or dealing with fighting students. 

One of the biggest issues noticed by Ms. 
Hodge is the increased use of profanity. While 
cursing is considered a low level infraction, 
it has no place in a school environment. Not 
only are kids using inappropriate language in 
the halls with friends, but towards teachers as 
well. Without proper discipline, the profanity 
level has grown and will continue to grow. 

When asked if high schoolers have any re-
sponsibility to take in struggling middle 
schoolers, Ms. Hodge says no, it is not our 
responsibility. She points out that a new-

ly implemented high school-middle school 
mentoring program has given her hope that 
middle schoolers will eventually get the 
support they need. When referring to a few 
sophomores who helped her start a mentor-
ing program, she said,“they see the need, they 
identify the problem, they’re solution based, 
and they want to try to help.” Seeing former 
students come back, watching them being 
successful, and doing great things gives Ms. 
Hodge hope. When asked what advice she 
had for students, she said, “take advantage of 
the time and the teachers and what they want 
to teach you, and allow them to teach you.”

“Who Needs Something from the 
Gas Station?”
Clark Ehman (Freshman)

One thing almost constant among high 
schools is that they have a place students 
gather after school. Obama Academy is no 
different. We are a relatively new school, 
but as we build our school culture, one thing 
that almost every Obama student can say is 
that they have been to the Sunoco across the 
street at least once. This is our school culture, 
so it makes sense to learn more about it.
I decided to walk across the street to see what 
I could find out about school culture from 
the owner of the Sunoco. As you approach 

the store, you notice the long line of students 
waiting outside. As you get even closer, you 
may see that there is a “one student only” sign 
stuck to the door. After waiting until I was that 
one student, I went in to see if I could talk to 
the owner of the store and get his perspective 
on the Obama students and his thoughts on 
being a part of Obama school culture. I was 
introduced to Ilya, the owner of Sunoco, who 
told me he has been at the store for fifteen 
years. Ilya has witnessed the school transition 
from Peabody to Obama (Peabody closed its 
doors in 2011). I asked Ilya which students 
were the better customers, to which he 
surprisingly replied that the Peabody students 
seem to have visited more often and to buy 
more products.  However, he told me he really 
appreciates the Obama business, and that 
90% of Obama students are good customers.

The conversation with Ilya did not last 
long, but he was very gracious. In speaking 
with students about their thoughts on the 
gas station and what they seem to buy most 
often, Takis, and iced tea seem to be the 
most popular with a large assortment of 
Little Debbie’s close behind. Next time 
you need to grab a snack, or a drink, come 
over to the Sunoco, introduce yourself to 
Ilya, and take part in Obama school culture. 

A typical scene at the Sunoco after dismissal. Credit: Clark Ehman

The 1975 renovations

We have a website! Visit theeagletimes.org to see articles be-
fore they come out in print. 
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